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ROE HIGHWAY STAGES 8 AND 9 

152. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the disgruntled caller who confronted the Premier on 6PR this morning, who relayed the broader 
community’s anger at the Premier’s failure to provide a meaningful plan for road safety and congestion in the 
southern suburbs. Will the Premier immediately commit to obtaining the additional $1.2 billion for funding 
Roe stages 8 and 9 on offer from the federal government, or is the Premier just a phoney when it comes to jobs 
and investment in road safety in this state? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The Leader of the Opposition may not remember the election campaign, but we certainly do, because there are 
41 Labor members of Parliament and 13 Liberal MPs. I think it is pretty clear who won the election! Is it clear 
who won the election? Labor won the election, and one of the core issue in the election was the issue of the 
Perth Freight Link. As we recall, the Liberal Party had a policy and Labor had a policy. Our policy was 
a comprehensive policy that we released to the public. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Our policy that we released to the public was comprehensive. The flaw in the Perth Freight Link 
proposal, as we recall, was that it chopped and changed over a number of years under the former Liberal–National 
government. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It chopped and changed a number of times under the former Liberal–National government. 
At one point, it was going to go through the middle of Coolbellup, up Stock Road — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: At one time it was going to go up Stock Road and then take out a bunch of houses through 
the middle of — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was going to go through Coolbellup, up Stock Road, take out D’Orsogna, as I recall, and 
then a whole bunch of houses along Leach Highway. Members might recall that people along Leach Highway did 
not really appreciate their houses being knocked over for a flawed road project. Then, there was also the tunnel 
proposal that the former government came up with, which, again, the former Premier and member for Cottesloe 
rejected out of hand. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No, he did not. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, he did. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No, he didn’t. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Have a look at the history—a whole bunch of things occurred. We were very clear in our 
proposals to the electorate prior to the election and we carried them out. I also recall, Mr Speaker, that before the 
state election the Liberal Party said that there is no way, if Labor is elected, that it will get that federal money. 
What happened? The Minister for Transport, within two months, had secured the biggest transport funding deal 
for Western Australia in its history, and we are seeing road and rail projects across our state funded. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: On top of that — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! Just listen to the answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: On top of that, the central flaw in the Perth Freight Link proposition—as I advised the caller 
on the radio this morning—was that the road itself stops three kilometres short of the port, and the port is due to fill. 
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